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As AIDS Athens enters its twenty-second year of 
service to Northeast Georgia, we would like to take 
this opportunity to thank all of our donors, volunteers 
and community partners whose tireless support has 
helped us strengthen and expand our services in these trying times.

As many of you know, the need for our services in this community continues to grow at a 
rapid pace; however, given that our nation is facing its worst economic crisis in decades, 
the availability of funding for all non-profits is becoming increasingly scarce. It is for this 
reason that now, more than ever, we need the continued advocacy of you our most ardent 
and impassioned supporters.

We are pleased to provide this annual report to look back at our accomplishments and 
forward to our new endeavors. The challenges we face in combating the epidemic are 
growing. Over the past few years, AIDS-related deaths and new infections have actually 
increased in the South. 

We know that this situation has been largely magnified by a crisis of funding and 
infrastructure to meet the needs of those most at risk for transmission. The lack of basic 
services has made it dramatically more necessary for our clients to rely on us, not only for 
support and guidance, but for the basic necessities of food and shelter as well. 

To face these growing trends, AIDS Athens has taken aggressive steps to improve and 
expand our services. First, we have strengthened and increased our core client services 
in housing, support, and assistance. Second, in this past year we have put an emphasis 
on growing our community outreach and prevention programs. Both efforts are vital to 
meeting the growing threat of the disease in our community.

Of course, none of our efforts would be possible without your continued support and we 
are very grateful to have such a strong and dedicated core of donors, volunteers, partners 
and friends. We hope this report will provide you with the tools you need to educate others 
about the threat of HIV/AIDS to our community, knowledge of our programs and strategic 
planning and, most importantly, a renewed vigor in joining the fight against HIV/AIDS.		

		  With All Best Wishes,

Dear Friends,
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Olivia C. Long, MPH			  Phillip Anthony Moore, DVM 
Executive Director			   Chair, Board of Directors



2008/09 aids athens annual report2

1987 19901988 1989
Founded by a group of 
Athens residents who 
attended a seminar on 
AIDS at UGA. Incorporated 
on Dec. 22, 1987. Income 
1st year – $4,200.

1st office – 
Heritage Building 
on Milledge Ave.

Received non-profit status on 
Nov. 28, 1989. Major gift of 
$37,000 from the B52’s. 1st 
brochure. 1st staff member – 
Project Coordinator hired for 8 
hours a week.

1st 
Boybutante 
Ball raised 
$800.

56,300 new infections    each year in the U.S. 

VISION AIDS Athens exists to enhance and enrich the quality of life for those living 
with HIV/AIDS, as well as their friends, families and partners. The organization also 
seeks to effect a fundamental change in society’s attitude toward persons infected 
with HIV/AIDS.

MISSION AIDS Athens, Inc. serves to address the needs of individuals infected and 
affected by HIV/AIDS through support services and to prevent the spread of the dis-
ease through education and outreach. 

HISTORY AIDS Athens was founded by a group of Athens residents who attended 
a forum on AIDS at the University of Georgia (UGA) in February 1987. The group 
initiated AIDS Athens later that year, and received non-profit 501(c)(3) status two 
years later. In October 1995, members of AIDS Athens approved changes in the 
structure of the organization and renamed it the AIDS Coalition of Northeast Georgia, 
as the organization grew to serve clients living in 10 Northeast Georgia counties. 
In August 2004, the AIDS Coalition was renamed AIDS Athens to emphasize the 
reaffirmation of its mission to serve all local people infected or affected by HIV/AIDS.

may result in $56 billion in      medical care and lost productivity. 

Mission, VISION AND HISTORY
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1991 19931992 1994
AIDS memorial 
quilt in Athens. 
1st big AIDS 
101 Training for 
the community.

27 clients and 109 
volunteers. $29,000 
operating budget. 1st 
financial audit. 1st 
Case Manager hired 
(part-time).

17 clients served 
and 75 volunteers. 
1st Show of Feet 
Run/Walk.

40 clients served and 
150 volunteers. Held 
1st buddy training in 
Athens with Emmanuel 
Episcopal Church. Hired 
1st Executive Director 
(part-time).

56,300 new infections    each year in the U.S. 

may result in $56 billion in      medical care and lost productivity. 
—Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (2008)
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A GLOBAL AND LOCAL ISSUE

WORLDWIDE The number of people living with the disease worldwide is increasing 
and the rate of new infections is stabilizing, but the disparity between those needing 
treatment and receiving it is still unacceptable.

• 33 million people living with HIV/AIDS1 

• 2.7 million new cases in 20071

• Infection rates 2.7 times faster than the increase in number receiving treatment2

• 30 vaccine trials occurring in 24 different countries across every continent3

UNITED STATES Similarly in the U.S. people are living longer and the rates of new 
infections are becoming stable; however, it is estimated that far too many people are 
still unaware of their status.

• 1.1 million people living with HIV/AIDS4

• 55,400 new cases of HIV per year from 2003–20064

• 1 in 5 persons living with HIV are unaware of their status4

HIV/AIDS Statistics

4 out of 10 Americans living    with AIDS reside in the South.
19961995 1997

90 clients served and 200 
volunteers. Became a member 
of Georgia Shares and the 
State Charities Campaign. One 
World, One Hope Art Auction 
raised $8,000. 1st Annual 
From the Heart fund drive.

80 clients served and 168 volunteers. 
Name changed from AIDS Athens to AIDS 
Coalition of Northeast Georgia. 1st Party Out 
of Bounds event. Total of 4 part-time staff 
members. AIDS Memorial Quilt at UGA’s Tate 
Center viewed by more than 5,500 people.

140 clients served. 10 
Year Anniversary. Volunteer 
Family Reunion. Moved to 
1376 Lumpkin Street and 
remained there for 10 years. 
1st food pantry for clients.
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THE SOUTH Despite positive national trends, the South has not shared in this success. 
Rates of new infections have increased along with the numbers of deaths. Communities of 
color are hardest hit in this area by the AIDS epidemic. In 2006, 58% of new AIDS cases 
among African-Americans occurred in the South, yet African-Americans represent only 
19% of the South’s population.

• 4 out of 10 Americans living with AIDS reside in the South5

• From 2000–2003, new AIDS cases increased 35.6% in the six states in the Deep 
South compared to 5.2% in all other states combined5

• The South is the only region where the number of deaths increased from 2001–20035

• Of the 15 states with the highest rates of new HIV diagnoses, 9 are in the South5

NORTHEAST GEORGIA The 10-County Northeast Georgia area served by AIDS Athens 
has seen the same alarming statistics affecting the South. 

• 20% increase of number of HIV-positive individuals served by AIDS Athens in one year

• 82% of those clients live below the poverty line

• 64% of those clients are African-Americans

Sources: 1) Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS. (2008). 2008 Report on the Global AIDS Epidemic; 2) World 
AIDS Day Campaign. (2008). Media Kit; 3) International AIDS Vaccine Initiative. (2007). IAVI Issues Annual Map of AIDS 
Vaccine Research Activity Worldwide; 4) Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2007). Cases of HIV Infection and 
AIDS in the U.S. and Dependent Areas; 5) The Southern AIDS Coalition. (2008). Southern States Manifesto: Update 2008.

4 out of 10 Americans living    with AIDS reside in the South.

AIDS Athens serves the 10-county 
Northeast Georgia area

1999 20001998 2001
Fifth and last 
Party Out of 
Bounds event.

Became a 
member of 
the local 
Food Bank.

75 foot ribbon laid across 
UGA’s campus as a reminder 
of those lost to AIDS. 1st 
HOPWA Award – $29,500. 1st 
Festival for Life event held at 
Ashford Manor – 300 people 
attended and raised $21,000. 

$187,000 
operating budget. 
Staff starts 
becoming full-
time. 1st DHR 
Prevention Grant.

—Southern AIDS Coalition (2008)












